





Che Republican, 


No. 1, Vor. 11.] Lonnow, Friday, Jan. 7, 1824. [Price 6d. 














— 


THE AUTHOR OF THE THEOLOGICAL DIA- 
LOGUES, TO MR. RICHARD CARLILE. 





My Dear Sir, | Friday, December 17, 1824. 
In sending you this fourth Dialogue, I must first of all apo- 
logize for the very pedantic appearance of the notes. Who- 
ever possesses a /itt/e learning is always very desirous of mak- 
ing a shew of it; and, in this respect, | have certainly done 
wonders, as far ‘as the indices of my own books, and of those 
of my friends, have permitted me. Should there however 
be fewer mistakes in this dialogue than might be expected 
from my usual stupidity, the praise must be entirely given 
to one of my friends, whom I regard as perfectly my 
schoolmaster in Mythology, and who first pointed out to 
me the mistakes of detail committed by the great French 
author, on whose theory, but not on whose authority, this 
Dialogue is founded. To my other friends I am compara- 
tively slightly indebted, except for the foundation of the idea 
expressed at(¥9)}p.  , which arose from my mentioning 
to a gentleman the subject which I[ had discussed. 

That the Dialogue has some weak points it would be un- 
fair to conceal. Christ is, | have no doubt, the last of the 
Celestial Deities who has appeared in the neighbourhood of 
Enrope, accordingly as I have mentioned (7) p. —_;_ but 
yet itis certainly possible, that Jamblichus, Julianus, and even 
H¥lius Aristides, may have rendered the predecessors of the 
Galilean God more respectable, by transferring to ancient 
Deities some of the titles and other chatacteristics, belong- 
ing to the son of Mary. With regard however to Macrobius, 
Nonuus, and Martianus Capella, although they lived in the 
Ath and 5th centuries after Christ, yet, | think, every can- 
did and well informed person must allow, that these writers 
have scarcely, if at all, contaminated the superstition of the 
ancients with that introduced by FI. Constantinus. 


—————— s 
—_ 
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Again I have been censured for quoting the book of the 
Toldoth Jeschu, which, Lardaer (Vol. 3, of his works, 4to. 
edition, p. 574, note c.) tells us, says, was written so late as 
the 14th or 15th century. But I really think the book must 
have been compiled from some very ancient records or tra- 
ditions, in as much as, ia my bumble opinion, it has various 
internal marks of great antiquity. 

Again it is but too manifest, that I am liable to censure, 
for having intermingled the various fables attributed to each 
Solar personification, and more especially the fables attribut- 
ed to Atys. For though I have particularly laboured to 
separate Iacchus from Bacchus, yet the various Herculés 
(ofwhom I believe there were 43 according to Varro) are 
all confounde:! together without mercy, as also are the two 
Christs of the Valentinians with all the individual Christs 
of all the other sects in any wise acquainted with his divine 
pame. 

W hoever considers these objections fatal had better com- 
mit my Dialogue to the flames immediately: but even should 
these objections be thought of small importance, I should 
still have to apologize to the reader for other defects. 

The idea that the conception of Hercules took place at 
the winter solstice, is a mere hypothesis of Court de Gébe- 
lin’s ; though, indeed, the time occupied by this conception is 
so variously stated (vide not. in Clem. Alex. Protrept. p. 28. 
edit, Potter) that we may imagine nothing more. was intend- 
ed than a very loug night (vide Plaut. in prol. Amphitr. 
quoted in not. ad Arnob. adv. Gent. B. 4. ch. 26,.edit Orell.) 
which naturally conducts us to the longest night in the year. 
1 do not know whether it be any support to this hypothesis 
to state: Ist. that Ceres and Hercules were féted on the 2lst. 
of Dec. (vid. Macrob. Sat. B. ch. 11. p. 411.)—2ndly that 
Romulus was conceived on the 23d of Chaac (vide Plutar. 
in vit. Romul. p. 24,) a day which answers, I. suppose, 
to about the 20th of our last month, and precedes by only 
three days the Parentalia of his nurse (vide Macrob. Sat. B. 
1, ch. x .p. 230,)—and Srdly that the “ Discovery” of Osiris, 
was, in the opinion of Jablonski (Panth. Aég. B. 2. ch. 6. 
sect. 8,) connected with the winter Solstice, though Selden 
(de Dis. Syr. Synt. 2. p. 337,) fixes the “Search” for this 
Egyptian Deity, at the Autumnal Equinox. 

I have lastly to apologize for the various omissions whicb 
occur in this Dialogue, and which are indicated by the 
mark {. It may be thought an insult to the reader to pre- 











THE REPUBLICAN. 3 





sent him with any tract in so imperfect a state; but the 
omissions are in themselves of little importance; and I am 
unwilling to break my promise, by keeping the Dialogue 
after the time finally agreed upon, especially as 1 have now, 
to the best of my knowledge, almost exhausted every volume 
I can consult, and am unlikely to re-discover passages, the 
references to which I have unfortunately forgotten. 

I think it right to inform you, that 1 bad intended, in this 
prefatory letter, to make a few remarks concerning the sex 
of our blessed Saviour, which, as yet, 1 have explained very 
incorrectly. But perbaps this letter, with the appended Dia- 
logue, is almost sufficient to require for themselves.a whole 
No. of the Republican; and therefore I shall postpone all 
discussion upon the above mentioned very interesting topic 
to a future opportunity. And here let me add, that whereas 
certain persons, unable to treat upon the subject of human 
(or rather of divine) impregnation, with the same philoso- 
phical apathy that I can, have thought the language of my 
first Dialogue somewhat incorrect, 1 wish it to be understood, 
that the blame, if any, ought rather to repose upon me, than 
upon you, inasmuch as [ considerably altered the Dialogue 
after it had passed through your hands. 

Toconclude. Thoughevery word in the following tract is, I 
believe, most literally true, yet I would not have the reader 
imagine, that various o¢her particulars conld be adduced for 
constituting a resemblance between the God of Nazareth and 
his Divine Rivals. ‘For, notwithstanding the additionai facts 
which might be collected from the great number of ancient, 
and far greater number of modern authors, whose works I 
have been unable to consult, yet it is but candid to ailiow, 
that, except in such particulars as I have myself brought 
forward, or in such as cannot easily be expressed in a 
tract like the present, the Anti-Christian Gods, to the best 
of my knowledge, differ from their opponent foto caelo. 


I have the honour to be, 


Your very humble Servant. 
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DIALOGUE THE FOURTH. 





THE SOLAR DEITIES. 
SceneE—Bow Street. 


Hercuues, Baccavus, Osiris, ATYS, AND ADONIS, 
Mercurivs, Iesous CHRISTUs, AND JUSTICE OLDMIXON. 





[Osir. Well! here we are at last. 

At. There’s rather a crowd. 

Adon, Tally ho there! out of the way! 

Herc. Knock ’em down. 

Bacch. I'll clear the road with my tbyrsus. | 

Just. Old. Why? what’s all this noise? 

At. A very uncivil gentleman? . 

Bacch. A canting flogger of money-changers— 

Ad. A Johnny Raw that would out-jockey us: 

Bacch. —that hath kicked up such a row in heaven— 

Herc. A miserable, chicken-hearted Israelite! 

Bacch. —since I cannot tell when— 

Osir. A fellow that learnt the black art in Egypt?! 

Bacch. —that there’s no taking 4 single glass of nectar in 
peace ! 

Just. Old. Silence! Sileace, | begofyou! Now,.Mercu- 
ry, speak. 

Merc. May it please thy worship—this gentlemen wish- 
eth to inform, against their most tolerant and accommodat- 
ing Godships, Messrs. Hercules, & Co. for an assault. 

Herc. Assault? a Dog! Let me get at him, and knock 
his brains out! 

At. An impertinent upstart! 

Adon. A jay in borrowed plumes! 

Osir. But we'll have our own again. 

Bacch. Eh! Eh! Each God shall have his own again. 

Just. Old. May it please your Godships to hold your di- 
vihe tongues. 

[Merc. Ye must really try and be less obstreperous: es- 
pecially as I have endeavoured to avoid exposure, by tak- 

' 


oe rigen, cont. Cels. B. 1. p. 30. edit. Spencer. Arnob. adv. Gent. ch. 


quoted by Lardner Vol. 3. p. 553, 554. 
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ing you into his worship’s private ronm. Mr. Oldmixon is 
a good-humoured, patient, old gentleman, though differing 
from most English Magistrates, in being talkative and satyri- 
cal. I haveno doubt he will be obliging, when informed 
what the matter is. Less sulkiness, friend Chreste! less 
wrath, friend Hercules! Come now, that’s right.] 

[Just. Old. Who didst thou say these fellows were, Mr. 
Mercury ? 

Merc. I was just going to inform thy worship. Thou 
see’st the short, square-built, fancy cove, with the Shelaleh, 
and the fur-upper-benjamin? He is that famous Knight 
Errant, Sir Melampygos Hercules, of Thebes. 

Just. Old. And the voluptuous-looking youth with the 
hop-pole ? 

Merc. —General Bacchus of Nysa: and the dark, stiff, 
rum sort of a touch, with the pastoral crook, and the cat-o’- 
three-tails, is the Ex-Pasha Osiris, also of Nysa. 

Just. Old. But he in the night-cap, with the Pan’s pipe 
and the switch in his hand ? 

Mere. —the Right Honourable and Right Reverend 
Atys Papas, of Phrygia, first Grand Master of the mendi- 
cant friars. 

Just. Old. Then there only remaineth the last one in the 
row, as they happen to be standing for the moment. 

Merc. Oh, Sir, the Milton Mowbray Fashionable in the 
larger comforter, is the young Phenician Squire Cinyrades, 
who used to hunt the country about Byblos. 

Just. Old, Well! A pretty set of raggamuffins indeed ! Woe 
betide them, if they Tom and Jerry it within my jurisdic- 
tion! Albeit,all handsome smart fellows! All under thir- 
ty* I should think. 

Mere. The complainant is a mere plebeian: one Chres- 
tus*, alias Christus, alias Chreistus*, that visionary Galilean 
Radical, whom thou hast heard so much about. 

Just. Old. Impossible! He is too fair, and rosy-cheeked 
for a Jew. : 

Mere. I cannot tell how that hath happened. Perhaps 


* Vid. Delr, not. ad Herc. (Et. v. 1968. Ovid, Metam. B. 3. v, 18. 
Plutar. de Isid. ch. 13, ad fin, Daillé (Use of the Fathers) P. 2. p. 67, 73, 
109, 115, Eng. Transl, 


* Sueton, in vit. Claud. ch. 25. Conf. Justin. M. Apol. 1. p. 54, et 
not. Sylbu g. Tertull. Apol. ch. 3. Lactant. B. 4. ch. 7, et. vid. Pseudo- 
Lucian. Philopart. ch. 17. with the transl. given in Lardner. Vol. 4. p, 154. 


* Euseb. in vit. Const. as quoted in Orac. Sibyll. p. 436. edit. Op sop. 
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(though | have no authority for saying so) there may have 
been some Grecian blood in Mr. Joseph Pandira®.] 

_ Just. Old. Hark’ye, young man, whatis the cause of this 
disturbance ? 

Chr. I merely wished, Mr. Oldmixon, to turn them out 
of their places, and they’ve beaten me all black and blue. 
One would suppose so many fat bulls of Bashan had been 
pushing at me. 

Just. Old. One would suppose so indeed! But will thy 
Godship® deign to inform me why thou didst essay to turn 
out these gentlemen ? 

Chr. Papa sent me tout-exprés for that, and half a dozen 
other purposes. Yet, notwithstanding the verses of the Sy- 
bylla’, and of the Delphian Oracle®, the testimony of Jose- 
phus 9, the letter of Pilatus’® and my epistolary correspon- 
dence with King Abgarus '— 

Ad. All most notorious forgeries— 

Chr. —notwithstanding the Christianism of the Jewish 
Therapeute , the pious intention of Tiberius Cesar 5, the 
erection of astatue in honour of Simon Magus", the mani- 
festation of the heavenly Jerusalem, the confession of the 


* The father of Christ according to Talm. Hieros. quoted by Lard. Vol. 
S. p- 558, vid. Spencer, not, in Origen, Cont, Cels, B. 1. p. 25. and Seph. 
Told, Jesch, ch. 1, 


* I find the words Godship and Godling are used in Bell’s Pantheon, 
Vol, 1. p. 199, and art. Vistnu. et alib. 

” Cited as authority by Justinus, Theophil: &c. (vid. Daillé. (U.F.) P. 1, 
p- 19. 30.) and even by St. Paul. according to Clem, Alex. Strom. 6. ch. 5. 
hen Vide Volt, (Ess. sur les Meurs,) Tom. 13. p. 137 and Bell’s P. art. 

a, 


* Vid. Pomey Panth, Myth. p.29. Bell’s Panth. Vol. 2. p. 125. 

* First quoted by Euseb. Hist. Eccl. B, 1. ch. 10. p. 33, and Dem. 
mg f B..3. ch. 5. ad fin, p. 124. Vide Lardn. Vol. 2. p, $61, and Vol, 3. 
p. 537. 

” Vide Volt, (Philos. Gén.) Tom. 31, p. 368, 


" Euseb. Hist. Ecl, B. 1. ch. 11. p. 22, 23. 


™ Euseb. H. E. B. 2. ch. 15, 16, and 17, et. vid. Petay. Miscell. Exer- 


citat. ch. 1,2. It is probable however that the S , 
the Esseni, Vide Cuper. Harpocrat. p. 112. un was worshipped by 


® Tertull. Apol. ch. 5. Euseb. H. E., B. 2. ch.2. And vid. 2 Gibb 
D. and F. Vol. 2, p. 444. Volt. (Ess, surless Meeurs) Tom. 13, p- 363. 


* Justin. M. Apol. 2, p. 91. edit. Sylburg. Dissert. Prev. in Iren. p 


54. sect. 97. edit. Massuet. Semler. not. in Tertull. Apol. Vol. 5 39. 
Cyrill. Hier. Catech. 6. ch. 9. Petav. not. in Epigh’ Her 21.5, 50 
Daillé (U. F.) P. 2. p. 47. tar) St ta Eee Haar, 21. "p. 59. 


* Tertull. adv. Marcion. B. 3. ch. 24. 


———— ee 











THE REPUBLICAN. 7 





exorcised Demons”, and the rain-producing prayers of my 
faithful soldiers “— 

At. Bah**! 

Chr. —notwithstanding I healed all sorts of diseases— 

Osir. My cousin Serapis healed full as many’. Indeed 
Serapis was a most philanthrophical God®, a saviour of all 
men*, a mighty “, awful*, invisible **, and most holy * 
Deity —a Saviour, who conducted to life and light °—a God, 
who judged the dead”, receiving the souls of the excellent * 


and— 

Chr. —notwithstanding, that on the day I was thirty 
years old * I miraculously filled some jars with very fine 
old wine— 

Bacch. I need not mention what my father once did 
among the Phrygians*®; but I myself used annually to per- 
form a somewhat similar sort of trick in Elea’; and in An- 
dros a fountain always ran with wine on the day of any fes- 
tival’. Besides, I produced in person rivers of wine *, milk, 
and honey *. One of my attendants, by merely striking a 
rock with a thyrsus, drew forth a fountain of water®, by 
striking the earth drew forth wine °— 


‘© Theoph. ad Autol. B. 2. p. 87. Tertull. Apol. ch. 23. and de Spectac. 
chap. 26. Lactant. B. 4. ch. 27. ad fin, Jul, Firmic. de E. P. R. p. 61. 

' Tertull. Apol. ch. 5. Euseb, H. E., B. 5. ch. 5. p. 125. And vid, 
Lardn. Vol. 4. p. 95, 106. Gibb. D. and F. Vol. 2. p. 445. 

'® I believe that most theologians of the present day acknowledge the 
above are all mistakes, 

” #£). Aristid, quoted by Dup. Tom. 2. P.1. p. 179. conf. Creuzer, 
Dionys. p. 122. not. 

» ZEl, Arvistid. quoted by Creuz, p. 198. 

* id. ap. eund. p. 200, 

*®*Clem. Alex. Protr. p. 42. edit. Potter. Macrob, Sat. B. 1. ch. 20. 

* EI. Aristid. quoted by Creuz. p. 198. 

* Vid. Jablonsk. Panth, Agypt. B. 4. ch. 3. Sect. 13, Creuz, p. 203, 
_ ® Julian, Epist. 10 (Popul. Alex.) P. 2. p. 123. edit. Petav. conf, numm. 
inscr, 7 Jabl.-P. Ag. B. 4.ch. 3. sect. 3. 

* JEL. Aristid. quoted. by Creuz. p. 293. 

7 Plutar. de Isid. ch. 79. et vid. Creuz. p. 205, 216. This however 
rather refers to Osiris. 

* Julian. Orat. 4. p. 254. 

* .Epiphan, adv. Heer. (Alog.) ch. 16. - 

® Ovid. Metam. B. 8. v. 680. 
__* Pausan. (Eliac. 2) B. 6. ch. 26. Bell’s Panth.art. Thyia, conf. Diod. 
Sic, B. 3. p. 200. edit. Rhodom. et vid. Creuz. Dionys. p. 41, not. 
a Fora similar Christian miracle vid. Epiphan. adv. Heer. (Alog.) 51. ch. 

; Senec, (Edip. v. 493. Nonn. Dionys. B. 48. p. 1282. edit. Cun. 

: Euripid. Bacch, v. 147. 
: conf. Pausan. (Messen) B. 4. ch. 36. , 
_ Euripid. Bacch. v, 696. Nonn. Dionys. B. 45. p. 1176. conf. Pomey 
Panth. Myth, p. 57, 
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Chr. —notwithstanding I walked upon the sea— 

Herc. Thou remindest me of friend Orion’. But I my- 
self passed over the Ocean in the cup® of the Sun’, Like 
thy predecessor”, Brother Sampson, I carried on my back 
the gate posts of Cadiz" and killed whole myriads of Egyp- 
tians, who insulted my captivity and were ignorant of my 
strength. My father assisted me against my enemies with 
a shower of stones"; and when I was dying with thirst, I 
prayed to him, and he caused a fountain to burst out from 
under a ram’s foot'*. I remained three days in a fish’s bel- 
ly %, l— 
chr. —and notwithstanding all this, Mr. Oldimixon, not- 
withstanding all this, they will not turn out for me! 

Ad. A Dieu pour rire! 

At. A mere demi-semi-god ! 

Osir. An apology for a Divinity! 

Bacch. A mere mushroom of a Divinity! 

Herc. A regular novus homo of a Divinity ! 

Just. O, Silence!—Albeit, Signor Christ, I do not yet see 
what right thou hast to eject thy Co-Godlings. 

Chr. Didn’t I suffer a violent death? 

Adon. AndI? At. and1?*® Osir. and 1? Bacch. and 
I?7 Here. and I? 


alt Hygin Astr. ch. $4, Lactant. B. 4. ch. 15. et vid. Bell’s Panth. art. 
rion. 


* Julian. Orat. 7. p.409. Macrob. Sat. B._5. ch. 21, p. 52@.. et vid. 
Creuzer. Dionys, p. 35, 36. 


oti Apollodor. Bibl. B. 2. p. 100. edit. Commelin. et vid. Natal. Com. p. 


1” Epiphan. in Sepul. Chr. Vol. 2. p. 260. calls b ‘hee 
« the Solar God.” P p. 260. calls both Sampson and Christ 


" Montfauc, Ant. Expl, quoted by Court de Gébelin. Tom, 1. p. 243. 


But perhaps they were the columns of Atlas. Vid. Clem, Alex. Strom 
B. 1. p. 360 


° Schl. ad rat P Gk quia by Jablonsk. Panth Zg. B. 2. ch. 3 
wh Garvan in tn IV. qooned ‘bp Jeb" dig Bach xine Tend 
wank ag 4 renee Géb. Tom, 1. p 244, oo Volney New 
well refer to Bacchas’ Pt "sh Transl. But the fable may just as 


* Lycophir. quoted by Natal. Com, p. 821, by V. 
$81, and by Volt. (Philos. Gén.) Tom, $1. p- i70, 4 png cont 

Diod. Sic, B. 3. p. 192. Pausan. (Achaic.) B, 7. ch. 17. (with which 
compare Plutar. in rit. Sertor. p. 568.) Arnob. B. 5. ch. 7. Serv. in ix 
Ha. quoted by Voes de Idol, B. 1, p. 151 


ide notes, 22, 23, 24, p-  , infra, 
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Chr. Didn’t I descend into the Shades? ® 

Adon. And 1?” At. and [?® Osir. and [?* Bacch. and 
1?% Here. and 1?% 

Chr. And am I not the true Light, or rather the Light of 
the Universe ? 

Adon. And 1? At. and 1? Osir.andI? 2 4, 

Bacch. and 1? Herc. and 1? 

Just. Old. Never did I hear such trash, tho’ strange cases 
have been brought before me-these forty years ! 

Chr. But hadn’t La glory round my head? 

At. Hadn’t our dear Brethren, Apollo, Adad®, and 
Creesbna?*° The body of brother Mitbra was entirely lumi- 
nous.* | had my tiara of Stars. ® 

Bacch. My dress was all luminous:® and, if thou wert 
horned as regarded thy cross,* I,' like thy predecessor 
Moseh,? bad real bona fide horns, * 


© Paul. Epist. ad. Eph. ch. 4. v. 9. Gosp. Nicod. ch. 16. v. 19. (to 
which I might compare what the Sun says in Homer. Odyss. B. 12. v. 
383.) Iren. B. 4. ch. 27. p. 264. Clem. Alex. Strom. B. 6.p. 763. Cyrill. 
Hier. Catech. 14. p. 197. Epiphan. Anaceph. p. 155. et in Sep.. Chr. p. 
. 273. | 

 Hygin. Fab. 251. Cyrill. Alex. quoted by Voss. de Idol. B. 2. p. 326, 

* Juhan. Orat. 5, p- 328. 

#' Plutar. de Isid. ch. 19,, Euseb. P. E. B. 2. p. 50. conf. Epiphan. An- 
cor. sect. 106. p. 106. 

* Diod, Sic. B. 4. p. 232. Horat. Carm. B. 2. Od. 19. ad fin. Pausan 
(Corinth.) B. 2. ch. 37. Clem. Alex. Protr. p.30. Arnob, B. 5. ch. 28. 

* Hygin. Fab. 251. Origen. Cont. Cels. B, 2. p. 94. 

** For proofs of the Solarity of these Gods vid. Demosth. in Meid. quoted 
by Van Dale de Gymnas. p. 674. Stat. Theb. B. 1.ad fin. Arnob. B. 3. 
ch. 33, and B. 5. ch. 42. Julian. Orat.4. pass. Euseb. Pr. Ev. B. 3. ch. 
6, 11,13, 15. Macrob. Sat. B. 1. ch. 17, to ch. 24. Philol. hymn, ad 
Sol. in Martian. Capell. B. 2. p. 48. Selden. de D.S. Proleg. p, 53. et 
Synt. 1. ch. 4. p. 150. G. J. Voss. de Orig. Idol. B. 2..P. 2. ch. 52, to ch. 
56. Cuper. Harpocrat. p. 87, to 108. et alib. Jabl. P. Ag. B. 2, ch, 1, 
3. Parkh. Heb.-Lex. p-520. Creuz. Dionys. pass. 

* Macrob. Sat. B. 1. ch. 23, p. 312. Conf. Selden, de. D. S. Synt. 1. 
ch. 6. p. 177, 178. 

* Asiat. Kes. Vol. 1. p. 260. 267. 

7” Dup. Tom. 3. P. 1. p. 211. et conf. p. 282. 

** Julian, Orat. 5, p. 302, 320. Salust. Phil. ch. 4. p. 11. 

® Orph. apud. Macrob. Sat. B. 1. ch. 18. p. 291. Nonn. Dionys. B. 
40. p. 1051. 

* Tertull. adv. Marcion. B. 3. ch. 20. et ady. Jud. vol. 2. p- 315, 316, 
edit. Semler. (where Christ is .called “a Bull,” as Bacchus was Euripid, 
Bacch, v. 914, 1009, 1150. et. vid. Voss. de Idol. B. 3. ch. 71. Creuz, 
Dionys. p. 9, 10, 11, 218.) Conf. Justin. M. Dial. p. 318, 332. et P. Lanssel. 
Dispunct. ch. 2, The two extremities of the cross were probably two op- 
posite parts of the heavens. Compare Orph. Hymn. ap. Euseb. P. E., B. 
3. ch. 6. v. 15. et Jablons. P. ®., B. 1. 4 4. sect. 3.note 2. with Cyrill, 
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Adon. and so had I.* 

Osir. t® I reposed in the arms of the sun,° and my mantle 
was entirely luminous.? 

Here. My mantle, as also my beard, was sprinkled with 
stars.® Besides, if this fellow Christ dwelt in the Sun, ?® and 
left his body in the Sua,” and mtendeth to put bis faithful 
in the Sun,! 1 was carried about in the Sun,*? and that ap- 
parently is just as incredible. 

Just. O. Just as incredible indeed! 

Chr. But, tho’ I was a God, yet did I not humble myself 
and become incarnate ? 

At. I, tho’ I was a God, hunbled myself, and came down 
into this material world. 

Here. I, tho’ | was a God, and ’tho’ 1 bad power over 
earth and sea, yet went about as a Philosopher’*, an enemy 
to luxury and incontinence; and, when [ departed from 
among men, my Disciple Theseus imitated my conduct. * 

Bacch. I, tho’ I was “a God, ason of God,” yet when 
the Prince of Thebes forbade my mysteries, neglected my 


Hier, Catech. 13. ch. 13. Lactant. B. 4. ch, 26. Jul. Firmic. de E. P. R. 
p> 44, 45, 54. et vid. Dup. Tom. 1. p. 549, and Tom. 3. P. 2. p, 327. 

' Orph. Hymn, (in Dionys) 30. (in Bassar) 45. (in Triet) 52.. Diod. Sic 
B. 4. p. 212. Plutar. de Isid. ch. 35. Feith. Antiq, Hom. B. 3. p. 282. 
Creuz, Dionys, pass. 

* For other points of similarity between Bacchus and Moses, see Voss. 
de Idol. B. 1. ch. 80. Pomey, Panth, Mys. P. 1. p. 57. Volt. (Ess. sur les 
Meeurs-) Tom. 13. p. 121. Bell’s Panth. art. Bacchus. 

* Horns were the emblems of Light. Vid. Pontan. not. in Macrob. Sat. 
B. 1, ch. p. 305. Parkh. Heb, Lex. p. 343, 659. 

* Orph, Hymn. 56. 

* Voss. de Idol. B. 1. ch. 27. p. 202. quotes from Diod. Sic. that Osiris 
had horns. I cannot find the passage; but see Bell’s P. vol. 2. p. 148 and 
the Diction. of Ladvocat and Lempritre. 

® Plutar, de Isid. ch. 52. 

7 Ibid. ch. 51, 78. 

* Nonn. Dionys. B. 40. p. 1038, 1040, 1042, 

_* Lardner (on the Manich.) Vol. 2. p. 188.° Mosh. E. H., (on the Ma- 
nich.) Vol. 1. p. 299, 300. 


wee (on Hermogen.) Vol. 1. p. 666. Volt. (d’Origtne) Tom. 29. 
» 514, 


" Clem. Alex, ex Script. Proph. Eclog. y e 
oun Pp Pp og. sect. 56, Epiph, Heres. 66. 

® Plutar. de Isid. ch. 41. 

: — Bris 5. p. 309, 321. 

ian. Epist. ad. Themist. 468. Conf. Lucian. Hercul. ‘ 
Cicero and Isocrates quoted in Bell’s P- Vol, 1, p. 388, 389. oat 

Lucian, Cynic. ch, 13. 
* Euripid. Bacch. v, 86. edit, Hermann. 


* Id. v. 223, 229, 257, 354, (Conf. N Fi ha 
Metam. B. 3. no 513, &e.) 54. (Conf. Nonn. Dionys, B. 44, 45, 46. Ovid. 
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miracles,® and denied my divinity, I put on the appear- 
ance of a man, * and suffering my bands to be bound was led 
to prison. * 

Osir. Brother Creeshna, the person of Vishnou® who is 
the second member of the Hindoo Trinity, ** become incar- 
nate, three thousand years ago,® in order to succour the 
pious and destroy the wicked*®—the pure and chaste 
Creeshna, the meekest and most amiable of beings, who per- 
formed surprising miracles” in his infancy, and afterwards 
descended into the lowest regions, in order to re-animate the 


dead. * | 
Ad. *% Brother Fdét was incarnate® near three thousand 


years ago*'—Fét, who taught the doctrine of humility — 
Chr. But wasn’t I, according to the Romans, born on the 
winter solstice ?! 
Ad. Wasn’t Brother Mithra*—who was nevertheless the 
creator and father of all things,* and the mediator between 
Good and Evil ?* 


18 Td. v. 659, 696, 719, 750, 1061, 1075. 

9 Id. v. 27, 45, 241, 1286, 1290, 1295. (Conf. Ilygin, Fab. 184.) 

* Id. v. 4, 22, 42, 54, 179. 

* Id, v. 430. 

2 Id. v. 503, 508, 604, 636. 

* Asiat. Res. Vol. J. p. 260. 

* Vide Bell’s P. art. Beschen, p. 139. 

* Asiat, Res. Vol. 1. p. 426. 

* Asiat, Res. Vol. 1. p. 234. 

* The number of physical impossibilities atchieved by Kisna (vid. An- 
quetil. Préc. de l’Hist. Univ. Lom, 7. p. 21) is stated exactly in that mo- 
dest style, which so highly ornaments the legends of Serapis. (vid. Al. 
Aristid. quoted by Dup, Tom. 2. P. 1. p. 179. supra. not. 19. p, ) and of 
Christ (vid. Gosp. John. ch. 21. v. 25.) 

* Asiat. Res. Vol. 1, p. 273. et conf. p, 249. See also Clerical Rev. 
No 4. p. 139. 

® Perhaps I am wrong to make separate persons of different avataras of 
Vishnu. But it is said that there were more than one Boudlra, viz, 
Asiat. Res. Vol. 2. p. 122. I regret my extreme ignorance of Oriental 
Mythology. 

Bell’s P. art. Fo. Buddu, and Budha. 

* Voln, Ruines, p. 177. 18vo. Edit. 

' Vide Constit, Apost. B. 5. ch, 13. et not. Cotel. Mosbeim E. H., Vol, 
1, p. 398. Court de Géb. Tom, 4. p. 286, p. 287. Gibbon, D. and F., Vol, 
4. p. 22.not. This was was the birth day of the Invincible Sun, vid, Petav. 
not, in Julian (Orat. 4. P. 1. p. 292.) P. 2. p. 278. 

* Boulanger Ant. Dév, L. 4. ch. 2. sect. 7. and L. 5. ch. 1, sect. 4. 
P. Hardouin. quoted by Court de Géb. Tom. 4, 370. 

* Porphyr. de Antr. Nymph, quoted. by Voln. Ruines p, 390, and by 
Creuzer, Dionys. p. 37- Conf. Julian in Casar. P. 2. p. 54. ad fin. 


* Plutar, de Isid. ch. 46. 
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At. Wasn’t our poor Brother Harpocrates 5——who was 
nevertheless born before this material world ¢ ° 

Osir. I myself was born five days before the end of my 
countrymen’s year?—but nevertheless my soul was eternal 
and immortal. ® 

Bacch. I who was twice born,? was represented at the 
winter solstice as a little child;!° and a blaze of light shone 
round my cradle. " 9 : 

Herc. It was at the winter Solstice, if I recollect right, 
that my conception took place: @ but however that may have 
been, for I do not pretend to any certainty about it, | may 
here observe, that our dear cousin, the holy God’* Aéscula- 
pius, existed with his Father the before world, ** tho’ he was 
born iu the world,» he according to prediction, !° became the 
universal Saviour,’” who healed the sick, ® gave sight to the 
blind, 9 and raised the dead, ®—and who, after suffering a 
violent death, and being buried,*! was received into hea- 
ven, * having returned from Hell, ** and become immortal, ** 
and who was, many times, long after his death * seen— 


§ Plutar, de Isid. ch. 19, Conf. Jablonsk. P. Hg. B. 2. ch. 6, sect. 6. 

® Plutar, de Isid. ch. 54, 

7 Plutar. de Isid, ch, 11. 

® Plutar, de Isid. ch. 53. 

® So was Christ. vide Lactant. B. 4. ch. 8, 13. 

1° Macrob, Sat. B. 1. ch. 18. Conf, Creuz. Dionys. p. 256. 

* Nonn, Dionys. B. 9. p. 254. et vide Creuz. Dionys. p..251, 252, 267. 
for Christ. vide, Protevan. ch, 14. v. 11,13. 1. Inf. ch, 1. v. 10, Compare 
what is said of the’ infant sculapius by Pausan. (Corinth.) B, 2. ch. 26. 

Vide Prefat. Letter. 

 Arnob, B: 7, ch, 41. 

'* Or rather “ universe” “ kosmion.” 

* Julian, Orat, 4, p. 270. 


" Compare the prophecy of Ocyroe in the Metam. of Ovid, to that of 
Simeon and Anna in the Gospel of Luke, 


" Ovid. Metam. B. 2. v. 642. Julian. Orat. 4. p- 286. Conf, Orph. 
Hymn, 67, et Euseb. de vit. Constant. B. 3. ch. 54 
“ Arnob. B, 7. ch. 41. 


* See Bell’s P. Vol. 2. p. 126. but this well attested impossibility was 
performed at an oracle, see also art. Phulysius. but this wis by letter. 

™ Pindar. Pyth, Od. 3. v.99. Virgil. Ain. 7. v. 768. Hygin. Fab. 49. 
Pausan, (Corinth.) B. 2. ch 26. 27. Justin. M. Apol. 2. p- 90. and Dial. p. 
295. Tertull. Apol. ch. 23. Epiphan. Ancor. ch. 86. p. 90. 

* At Cynosore. (Cicer. de N. D., B. 3: p. 509. who is quoted by Lac- 
tant. B. 1. ch. 10.) at Epidauras (Recogn. S. Clem. B. 10. ch. 24, and Clem. 
Hom, 6. ch. 21.)> 


saan Hygin. Fab. 224. Justin. M. Apol. 2 p. 67. Minuc. Fab. (Octav.) p- 


® Hygin. Fab. 251. 
ws Hygin. Fab. 224, 
* Origen, cont. Cels. B. 3. 


124. Philost. im vit. A . b 
Van Dale de Fratr. p- 790. ost. m vit. Apollon, quoted by 


onf. Plutar in vit. Num. p. 62. 
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Chr. But was I not born in Adultery ? 

[Just. Old. He had better have kept that in the back 
ground. | 

Herc. But that was exactly my case. 

Adon. I was born in incest. * 

Bacch. So was my other self the young Iaecbus*®. 

At. My birth is altogether incomprehensible. ” 

Osir. My mother had five children at once® from three 
different husbands. ! 

[Just. Old. Dost thou not think, Mercary, that if Mr. 
Wight reporteth all this, he will insinuate that it was rather 
absurd of me to listen to such nonsense ?] 

Chr. Bat was I not, in my infancy, conveyed away from 
my native place in order to avoid the persecution of King 
Herodes ? 

Here. I* and Brother Pheebus* were persecuted by 
Queen Juno even before our births. And then too | was 
exposed, and, after I had been preserved by the virgin Pal- 
las* my reputed father was obliged to flee, with me and my 
mother, from the place of my birth. ° 

At. I was exposed by my grandfather Kiug Sangarius°®, 
but was preserved by the Mother of the Gods.’ 

Baccb. I was exposed by my grandfather King Cadmus; 
but was preserved in an ark, and was suckled, in a cavern® 


* Apollodor. Bibl. B. 2. p. 82. Diod. Sic. B. 4. p. 217. Hygin. Fab. 
29. Clement. Homil. 5. ch. 138. Lactant. B. 1. ch. 9. 


” Ovid. Metam. B. 10. v- 465, to 513. Hygin. Fab, 48. Fulgent. My- 
thol. B. 3. ch. 8. 


* Athenag. Legat. p. 20. Hervet. not. in Clem. Alex. Protrept. p. 14. 
Arnob. B. 5. ch. 21. et conf. Macrob. Sat. B. 1. ch. 12. p. 246, 


* Arnob. B. 5. ch. 6. 

® Diod. Sic. B.1. p. 13. Plutar. de defect. Orac. ch. 36. 
" Plutar. de Isid. ch. 12. __ 

* Pausan. (Beeot.) B. 9. ch. 11. 

* Callimach. Hymn. in Del. v. 46, &c. 

* Diod. Sic. B, 4. 217. 

5 Id. p. 218, 

® Arnob. B. 5. ch. 6, 13. 

7 Julian. Orat. 5. p- 337. 


_* Pausan. (Laconic.) B. 3. ch. 24. Conf. Homer. Hymn, in Bacch. et 
ejusd. Hymn. ap. Natal. Com. p. 506. Apollon. Argon, 4. ap. Natal. Com. 
p- 475, and in Bell's P. art. Macris. et vid, Creuzer. Dionys. p. 298, For 
Christ, vid, Proteuang. ch. 14. v. 4, 10, 11. Gosp. Inf. ch. 1. v. 6, 9, 20. ch, 
12, v.14, Justin. M. Dial. p. 304. Epiphan. adv. Her. (Alog.) 51. ch. 9, 
(who seems to consider that St. Luke says so.) Sozomen H. E., B, 2. ch, 
1, p. 227.. Spencer. not. in Origen. cont. Cels, B. 1. p. 39. 
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by my mother’s sister the goddess Ino,’ or, as some say, 
near the Nile™ by Rhea ™ the mother of God. * 

Adon. I also was preserved in an ark, and was taken 
care of, either in the caves by the Arabian nymphs,” or in 
the shades by the Geddess Proserpina. '° 

Osir. My son Horas, in consequence of the usurpation ot 
Typhon, was takenaway in his infancy and concealed in 
one of the aits of the river Nile, where he was suckled by 
the great goddess Buto."° Moreover Brother Creeshna was 
concealed, soon efter his predieted birth, through fear of the 
jealous tyrant Causa; and Brother Fét, who was born out 
of the right side of a virgin, ‘® was in danger of being mas- 
sacred, with all the other male infants,'? by the jealous 
tyrant *— 

Chr. But was I not called the great Shepherd of Sheep, 
the Arch-Shepherd, and the Shepherd of souls? 

Herc. I, as the Lord of the Universe, was called the She- 
pherd of human life. * 

At. I was literally a Shepherd. , 

Ad. And so was |.” And so was*® Brother Apollo for 
a. year,** when he was banished from heaven ; and, out of 
obedience to his heavenly father, or else out of his affection 
fora man *, entered into voluntary servitude—the chaste and 


® Ovid. Metam. B. 3. v.313. B.4.v.415. Senec. (dip. v. 445- 

 Apollod, Bibl. B. 3. p. 138. Stat. Sylv. B, 2. Epiceed. p. 38. 

Vid. Orph Hymn. 41. Criticks suppose that Misé was Bacchus, or, 
more properly speaking, lacchus, I would derive the name the name from 
Messiah rather than from Mesites. 

' Noon. Dionys. B. 9. p. 258. 

® Nonn. Dionys. B. 45. p. 1165. 

* Vid. Bell’s P. Vol. 1. p. 12. 

* Apollodor. Bibl. B. 3. p. 194. 

© Herodot. Euterp. ch. 156. Plutar. de Isid. ch. 16. conf. Jablonsk. P. 
Eg. B. 3. ch. 4. sect. 2. 

” Asiat. Res. Vol. p. 1. 259. 

'** Compare the strange account of Boudas in Socr. Schol. H. E., ch. 22. 
p- 533. Again, compare Bell’s P. art. Puzza. 

I think this ought to be referred to Creeshna. vid. Asiat. Res. Vol. 1, 


p. 273. Maurice’s Ind, Ant. quoted in Gleigg’s Edit. lo. 
a ch 4. ot Ga q eigg’s Edit. Stackh. H. Bible. B. 


-® Voln. Ruines, p. 176. 

* Nonn, Dionys. B. 40. p. 1038. 

m2 vege Bacol. Gall. v. 18. 

* For the Explanation see Macrob. Sat. B. 1, ch. 17. p. 280 

* Apoliodor. Bibl, B. 3. p. 178. (A great year) Plutar. Erotic. ch. 17. 
me weary hovers B. 1. p. 383. But the time is variously stated. vid. not. 
7 me 36 _— - B. 6. v. 368, edit, Oudendorp, and Adams’s Anc. 
* Eunpid. Alcest. v. 1, 2. Callimach. Hymn, ad Apoll. v.43. Tibull. 
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immaculate * Apollo, the son of Jove—who—tho’ he was, 
not only born on the seventh day ” under a palm tree™ and 
nursed by the celestial virgin” Themis,® and afterwards 
driven with his mother from his native place,’ but even, as 
some report, killed by Python’ and buried at Delpbi* where 
three women lamented him—was nevertheless an eternal 
and uncreated + God, an averter of evils,> a saviour,® the 
giver of health aud prophecy. 

Bacch. Brother Quirinus, whose soul came down from 
the. Sun and was restored to it,’ and who was begotten by 
the God of armies upon a virgin of the blood royal,® and 
exposed by order of the jealous Tyrant Amulius, was pre- 
served and educated among shepherds. ° 

Osir. As two others of our brethren were: viz. Brother 
Creeshna, © who was called the Shepherd God "—and Bro- 
ther Fdt, who, after living in the Desert” ’till he was thirty 
began his mission, performing miracles *— 


B. 3. Eleg. 4. v. 67. Tatian. contr. Gent. p. 159. Lactant. B, 1, ch. 10. 
This affection however was by no means Platonick, 

* Arnob. B. 4. ch. 26. 

” Hesiod, Op. and D. v. 715. Plutar. Q. R., ch. 9. et Sympos. B. 8. 
Pr ob. 1. ch, 12. to which a learned friend bids me compare the Schol. on 
Ar'st. Plut, 

* Homer. Odys. B. 6. v. 163, et schol... Homer. Hymu, in Apoll. v. 18, 
113, Callimach. Hymn. in Del. v. 126, et not Frisch. et vid. Natal. Com. 
p. 740. 341. The infant Christ and his mother once reposed under a palm 
tree. vid. M. S. Gosp. Inf. quoted by Volt. ‘Tom. 31. p. 253. A stream of 
water (perhaps the Eridan. of the Celest. Sph.) seems connected with 
both stories. I may remark, that more trees bent down to accommodate 
Brahma’s mother, than Christ’s. vid. Asiat. Res. Vol. 2.-p. 384. 

* Capell. as quoted in not. ad Hygia. Astr. p, 401. edit. Muncker. et vid. 
Dup. Tom, 3. P. 2. p. 52. 

Homer, Hymn. in Apoll. v. 124. 

' Ovid. Metam. B. 6, v. 337. 

? Vid. Porphyr. in vit. Pythag. quoted by Dup. Tom. 2. P. 2. p. 19. 

* Cyrill, Alex. cont. Julian. quoted by Dup. Tom. 3. p. 75. 

* Plutar. iv vit. Pelop. p- 286; conf. Macrob. Sat. B. 1.-ch. 17. p. 278. 
Perhaps “ Desiivargical.” vid. Inscr, ap- Ainmian. Marcell. quoted by Dup. 
Tom. 1, p. 51, 

: Bell’s P. Vol. 4. p. 250. et art. Liber Pater. 

Vid. Cuper. Harpocrat. p. 45. 
’ Julian. Orat, 4. p. 288, 289. 
* Ovid. Fast. B. 3."y. 29, But the account given by Promathion (ap. 


Plutar. in vit. Rowul. p- 18,) is certainly more indecent, and perhaps more 
miraculous, 


"= Liv. B. 1. ch. 4. 
" Asiat. Res, Vol. 1, p. 259. 273. 


a Asiat. Res. Vol. 1. p. 260, 267. conf. Bell’s P. art. Adramelech, 
fs Conf. Beli’s P. art. Xaca. 

2 Bell's Panth. art Fo. 
Voln. Ruines. p- 176. 
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Chr. But was I not hung upon a tree during a miracu- 
lous Eclipse ?" 

At. My representative was annually tied up against the 
middle of a tree, during an unseasonable night. “ 

Adon. I could shew the mortal wound in my groin. * 

Herc. I was burnt to death by fire that come down from 
heaven, ? and the person who caused my death bung herself.” 
And, by the bye, I had previously been killed by Typhon, 
and restored to life by Iolaus.* 

Bacch. Some said I was drowned™; others that Iwas 
killed ¢*; but it is more generally acknowledged, that I, or 
more properly speaking, lacclfus, was torn to pieces”, and 
even, as some affirmed, run thro’ with seven spits” and left 
upon a mountain *: I may add too, that Brother Quirinus, 
at whose birth * and death * the Sun was eclipsed, aud who 
was seen ascending into heaven ®, was also torn to pieces”. 

Osir. And so was' my medical and prophetical son, Ho- 
rus, who was the Lord of Ages*, and the governor of the 


® Act. Apost. ch, 5. v. 30. Talm. quoted by Lardner, vol. 1. p, 556, 
557. Told. Jesch, ch. 6. v. 23. 

® Gosp. Nicodem. ch, 8. v.2. 9, 10. Orig. cont, Cels. B..2. p. 80. et 
Spencer, not. in p. 69. Cyrill, H. Catch, 4. p. 52. and Catech, 13. p. 183, 
184. ‘Theodoret. quoted in not. ad Cyril. H. Catech. 11, p..145, - Vid. 
Lardner, Vol. 4. p. 59, to 69. 

7 Arnob. B. 5, ch. 16. Jul. Firmic, de E. P. R..p. 54. 

Jul. Pirmic. de E. P. R. p. 22. 

” Diod. Sic. B. 4. p. 243, et. conf. Julian. Orat. 7. 409. 

* Apollod. Bibl. B. 2. p. 119. conf. Hygin. Fab. 243. 

* Eudox. ap. Athen, quoted by Jablon. P. A2, B, 2. ch. 3. sect. 10, et 
alib. The fable is explained inCourt de Géb. Tom. 1. p. 194, _ It is said in 
Bell’s P. p. $91, and art, Palemon, that Hercules was drowned. 

* Jul. Firmic. de E, P. R. p. 16. 

* vid, Creuzer, Dionys. p. 236. 

* Diod: Sic. B. 3. p. 196. Hygin. Fab. 167. Cornut. de N. D. p. 87. 
Arnob. B, 1, th. 41, and B. 5. ch. 19. Epiphan, Ancor. sect. 108. 

* Jul. Firmic. de E. P, R. p. 20, conf. Procl. in Plat, Tim. quoted by 
Creuz, Dionys. p. 306. 


* Clem. Alex. Protrept. p. 13, sed conf. Auct. Etym. -M. ap. ‘Cuper. 
Harpocrat. p. 92. 


7 Julian, Orat. 4. p. 289. Or rather “conception,” Plutar. in vit. Rom. 
p. 24, et vid. Voss de Idol, B. 2. p. 402. 

* ‘This is stated by Boulanger, and Lempritre, and seems to be implied 
by Ovid. Fast. B. 2. v, 493, and Plutar. in vit. Romul, p. 34. 

* Cicer. de Leg. B. 1. p. 223. T. Liv. B. 1. ch. 16. Tertull. Apol. ch. 
2, and adv. Marcion, B. 4. ch.7. Lactant. B. 1. ch.-15. 

* Plutar, in vit, Romul. p. $4. Arnob. B, 1. ch. 41. 

' Plutar, de Isid. ch. 20. 


* Ammian. Marcellin, quoted by Jabl. P. Aig, B. 2. ch. 4. sect. 8, cont. 
Hor. Apoll. B. 1. Hierogl. 17. ad fin. a ot 
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world °, and who, by the bye, was raised from the dead, and 
made immortal*. As to myself, 1 was fastened inside the 
hollowed trunk of a tree*, and was afterwards cut into 
mincemeat ©, 

Just. Old. An please your Godships; whether ye were 
pierced, burnt, torn, hung, or what not, its all one to me. 
I only recommend you, asa friend, not togo and shew your 
sores on the highway, lest perchance ye should come under 
the vagrant act. 

Chr. But did not the women lament my death? ? 

At. I was lamented by Cybelé*, by Agdistis, and by the 
Virgin [a®. 

Osir. I was lamented by Isis'®; and all the men and wo- 
men of Egypt annually celebrated my passions". 

Adon. | was lamented not only by Venus herself”, but 
even by the statues of all the Gods'*: and my passion, and 
on the next day'* my resurrection * were annually cele- 
brated by the women of Argos", of Alexandria", of By- 
blos ®, and Jerusalem ™. 


* Bell’s P. art. Orus. 

* Diod. Sic. B. 1. p. 22. 

* Plutar.de Isid. ch, 13. Jul. Firm. places the wood of this tree in an- 
tithesis with the wood of the cross. de E. P. R. p, 54. 
r ® Diod. Sic. B. 1. p. 18. Plutar. de Isid. ch, 18. Jul. Firmic, de E. P. 

- p. 4 

” I may perhaps venture to refer the reader more particularly to pictures 
and statues in Roman Catholic Temples. 

* Diod, Sic. B, 3. p. 192. Julian. Orat. 5, p. 315. 

* Arnob. B. 5, ch, 7. 

© Pausan’(Phoc.) B. 10. ch. 32, Arnob. B, 1. ch. 36, We may ob- 
serve that Lactant. B. 1..ch. 21, seems to consider Isis as. the mother of 
Osiris: or rather the sufferings of Osiris are, with great propriety, attri- 
buted to his son Horus. vid. Minuc. Vel. p. 165. et conf, Jablon. P. 2g: 
B. 2. ch. 6. sect. 8. ad fin. 

'' Herodot. Euterp. ch. 61,62 (conf. ch. 171) as quoted by Athenag. Le- 
gat, p. 32. conf. Plutar, de-Isid. ch.-17. 

'? Bion. Epitaph. Adon. pass. Ovid. Metam. B. 10. v.722. conf. Ma- 
crob. Sat. B. 1. ch. 21. p. 301. 

® Mor. Nevoch. ap. Seld. de D. S. Synt. 2. ch. 2. p. 331, 332, but I 
confess I do not understand the passage. 

‘* Or perhaps “ on some following day,” vid. Parkh. Heb. Lex. p. 788. 

* Vid. H. Horne’s Intr. Stud. Script. vol. 5. p. 376. Bell’s P. art. Chamos. 
For Christ. vid. Richardson’s Travels. vol. 2. p. 327. 

'® Pausan. (Corinth.) B, 2.ch. 22. 

“J Vid. Tneoerit. Idyll. 15. 

* Lucian, de. Syr. D. ch. 6. 

'° Ezek. ch. 8. v. 1, 14. et vid. Voss. de Idol. Bs 2. p-326. Seld. de D. 
S. Synt. 2..ch. 11. Milt. Par. Lost. B. 1. v.446. One of the interlocutors 
in Plutar. Sympos. B. 4. Quast. 6. ch. 1, seems to consider the Adonia as 


No, 1, Vol. XI. 
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acch. My death and return. to life were annually cele- 

brated by the woman of Delphi”; and my most holy and 
secret mysteries were in many places entrusted to virgins 
and matrons”. - [ may add, that my worshippers, not i 
tent with my three years Epiphany * among men, suppose 
that I should, one day, become the sovereign of the uni- 
verse®, Tee 

Herc. I was particularly lamented by my mother”: ‘ 
when 1 appeared to her from above, and assured her that 
had ascended into heaven”, she rejoiced that | had conquer- 
ed Hell and Death. I may add, that the fate of another” of 
our Brethren was lamented by his Priests, who after wards 
celebrated his resurrection”. 

Chr. But haven’t I my tomb in many old churches, ond 
especially in that of Jerusalem, in the middle of the earth *: 

Herc. Hadn't I my tomb at Tyre”, or rather in my tem- 
ple at Cadix™, at the extremity of the earth ? 

Bacch. And I mine at Thebes', and at Omphalos’, or 
near the Oracle® at Delphi, at the centre of the earth *? 


Hebrew Mysteries. The Feast of the Tabernacles, &c. are afterwards com- 
pared to the Bacchanalia. vid. Boulanger. Ant. Dév. L. 1. ch, 2. sect. 2. 

® The mysteries of Bacchus are involved in the greatest obscurity, but 
what I have stated seems to be implied by Plutar. de EI. ve ch. 9. 
et de Isid. ch. 35. conf. Dionys. Halic. quoied by Van Dale de auriboi. 
p- 171. Clem, Alex. Protr. p. 19. et vid. Creuz. Dionys. p. 202, 236, 
243, 

* Orph, Hymn (Liknit.) 46. et (Amphiet.) 53. Diod. Sic. B. 4. p. 211. 
Ovid. Past. B.S. v. 763. Pausan. (Phoc.) B,10.ch.4. et vid. Dup. Tom. 
2, P. 2. p. 64...74. 

* The word Epiphaneia, or Epiphanes, is used with reference to Bac- 
chus (by Diod. Sic. 13. B. 4. p. 211. Julian. Orat. 7. p. 410, 412) to Her- 
cules (by Diod. Sic. B. 4. p. 217) to Osiris (by Diod. Sic. B. 1. p. 20) to 
Apis (by Herodot. Thal. ch. 27.) For the various sorts of Epiphanies vid. 
lamblich, de Myster. sect. 2. ch. 3 and-4, 

* Fréret quoted by Dup. Tom. 3. P. 1. p. 70. 

* Senec. Herc. Et. v. 1863. 

* id. v. 1940. 


* Supposed to have been Mithraby Dup. Tom. 3. p. 82. conf. Tertull. de 


Prescript. Her. ch. 40, aud Adonis by Spearman, quoted in Parkh. Hebr. 
Lex. p. 789, 


™ Jul. Firmic. de E. P. R. p. 45, 46. 

* Cyrill. H. Catech. 13. ch. 13. p. 180. Epiphan. in Sep. Chr. vol. 2. p. 
261. conf. Richardson’s Travels al ng the Mediterr. vol. 2. p. 324. 

* Rocogn. S. Clem, B. 10. ch. 24. p- 514. 

* Pompon. Mel. B, 3. ch. 6. p. 55. Arnob. B. 1. ch. 36. 

2 Recogn. S. Clem. p. 514. Homil. Clement. 5. ch. 23, p. 616. 

, Jatian. cont. Gent. p. 149. 
Piutar de Isid. ch. 35. 


* Pindar. Pyth. Od. 11. v.17. Plutar. de Defect. Orac. ch. 1. conf. 
Bell's P. vol. 2. p. 128. 
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Osir. And I mine in my sacred inclosures at Phyle, and 
Memphis, and a thousand other places, in Egypt’, at the 
heart ® of the Earth ? | 

Adon. If I recollect right, I was buried in a temple at 
Paphos’: but at any rate there were many places, where 
the inhabitants annually performed my funerals* and repre- 
sented me as lying dead, either upon a couch ® or ina tomb ®, 

At. Though I returned to life, yet I was said to be buri- 
ed" near Pessinus*. Moreover, every Vernal Equinox, 
my worshippers, three days” after lamenting my misfor- 
tunes, celebrated my return to honour and power. For, tho’ 
1 descended into the shades", yet I was raised up again“, 
and recovered my former sceptre; not indeed that [ had 
ever lost it, but that I might be said to have lost it, when I 
rendered myself capable of pain”. 

Chr. But didn’t | ascend into heaven in a cloud? 

Herc. Just as did": but, notwithstanding what is insinu- 
ated by one of thy worshippers”, thou didst but go on foot ; 
whereas I, like Brother Quirinus *, and thy predecessor Bro- 
ther Elias”, ascended into heaven in a chariot and four”, 
and thus returned to my father”, the supreme God, who 
had removed whatever of a human body | had inherited 
from my mother *. 


* Diod. Sic. B. 1. p. 18, 24. Strabo. B. 17. ch.1. Plutar. de Isid. ch. 
18, 20. Minut. Fel. p. 165. 
® Such, I think, was the opinion of the Egyptians with regard to their 
— country. vid. Plutar. de Isid. ch. 33. et conf. Hor. Apoll. B. 1. Hie- 
rogl. 25, 
7 One of the persons called Kinyras was buried there with his descend- 
ants, vid. Clem. Alex. Protr. p. 40. 
* Lucian. de Syr. D. ch. 6. 
° Theocr. Idyll. 15. v. 127. 
® Plutar. in vit. Nic. p, 532. et conf. eund., in vit, Alcibiad. p. 200. 
" Diodor, Sic. B. 3. p. 193. Jul. Firmic. de E. P. R. p. 7. 
'2 Pausan. (Attic.) B. 1. ch. 4. 
* Julian, Orat. 5. p. 316. Macrob. Sat. B. 1, ch. 21. 
* Julian, Orat. 5. p. 328, — 
'S id. p. 337. 
© id. p. 321. 
" Apollodor. Bibl. B. 2. p. 120. Justia, M. Dial. p. 295. 
'* Epiphan. In Assumpt. Chr. p. 287. 
’® Horat. Carm. B. 3. Od. 3. v.15. Ovid. Met. B. 14. v. 820. 
gg Volt. (Bibl. Expl.) Tom. 31. p. 102, 105. (Dict. Phil.) Tom. 35. 


* Ovid. Met. B. 9. v. 272. 

* Cicer. de N. D., B.3. p. 502. Julian. Orat. 5. p. 312. 
* Lucian, Hermotim. ch. 7. Compare the doctrine of Apelles (Tertull. 
de Prescr. Heretic. ch, 51. vid, Lardn. vol. 4. p. 643, 644,) and of the 
Ophites and Sethians. (Dissert. Prev. in Iren. p. 76. sect. 155.) 
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At. I ascended annually to the empire of the Gods”. 

Adon. And so did 1*, and at the same season”. 

Osir. [ returned to life. and appeared again**, and after- 
terwards obtained divine honours®: tho’ I always existed, 
far away from this earth, in a place of purity and immor- 
tality *. 

Bacch. I forget whether it was I, or my other identity, 
who was buried and restored to life’: but at any rate I my- 
self received immortality *%, and having gone back to my fa- 
ther Jove, sat down on the same throne as Apollo, and 
drank the celestial nectar*. I might add too, that | slept 
three nights‘ in hell, from whence I brought up my mother, 
and having ascended* witb her into heaven, made her a 
Goddess’®. 

Just. Old. Cracked! All cracked! The most exemplary 
patience is thrown away upon them: for what, after all, are 
the good people squabbling about ? 

Merc. It is, Sir, a:mere dispute concerning precedence ; 
and it isacknowledged that Friend Chrestus came last’. 

Chr. But did’t | vanquish that old Serpent, the great red 
Dragon, which tormented my mother, when she was in 
childbirth *. 


At. Brother Apollo triumphed over the serpent Python, 


* Julian, Orat, 5.p. 314. Salust, Phil. ch. 4. 
* Orph. Hymn (Adon,) 36. Hygin. Fab. 251. 


*” Macrob. Sat. B. 1. ch. 21. Cornut. de N. D. p. 77. et vid. Voss de 
idol. B. 2. p. 611. 


* Plutar. de Isid. ch. 18 and $5. 

® Diod. Sic. B. 1. p. 18. B. 4. p. 214. 

* Plutar. de Isid. ch, 59, and 73. 

* Macrob. Somn. Scip, B. 1. ch, 12. conf, Origen, cont. Cels. B. 4. p. 
171, et vid. Natal. Com. p. 485, 500. We may remark that Justin. M. 


Dial. p. 294, 295, says, it was the son of Semele, who, after being torn to 


—— was reported to have risen from the dead, and ascended into hea- 
en. 


* Diod, Sic, B. 3. p, 207, and B. 4. p. 210. 


* Nonna. Dionys. B, 48, ad fin. ; 5 
wea ch. 26, ae | ad fin. Compare the saying of Christ. Gosp. 
1 Bell’s P. art. Bacchus vol | P 118 6s Trienpium’ Nat | C 
. 500. s ere * » . ‘ . a ° om, 
. he oat fa (Amphiet.) 53. Perhaps this ought only to be un- 


* Justin. M. Apol. 2. p. 89. . 
bail Vile wee wilh pol. 2. p. 89. et Dial. p. 295. conf. Lactant. B. 1. ch, 10. 


Sp on tage nae , 7 
with Vulcanus. riadne, Pausan, (Attic.) B. 1. ch. 20, but this was 


* Diod. Sic. B. 4. p.232. Plut 3 
? Bat see Prefat. aes utar. qnoted by Creuzer. Dionys. p. 296. 


os . 
Compare Revelat.ch. 12. v. 4, 5, 9, 13. with ch. 19. v. 18, 15, 19. 
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who bad pursued his mother when she was about to bring 


forth °. 
Herc. I strangled a couple of Serpents in my cradle”; 


and, when I grew up, I killed the Hydra, and the Dragon”, 
and chained the monster of Tartarus, tho’ I was bitten by 
his Dragon’s tail. 

Baccb. I killed an Amphisbena which had bitten my 
leg*; and Brother Creeshna wounded the head of the Ser- 
pent '* which had bitten bis heel". And, by the bye, Bro- 
ther Hercules hath forgotten to mention, that be’, as the vir- 
tue (or power) of the Gods”, with me“, and Brother Apollo,” 
and friend Prometheus” (the crucified ** God and Prophet, 
the maker® and benefactor of mankind *,) drove down the 
Giants with Serpent’s feet*, who bad made war against 


heaven. 2 
Osir. 1% and my son Horus* overcame” the hideous” 


° ilygin. Fab. 140. Lucan. Pharsal. B. 5. v. 79. et schol. in loc. vid. 
Natal. Com. p. 965, 967,978. et Pomey Panth. Myth, p. 104. 


Pindar. Nem. Od. 1. v. 69. Theocr. Idyll. 24. v. 27 to 58. Apollo- 
dor. Bibl. B, 2. p. 82. 


" Diod. Sic, B. 4. p. 233. Hygin. Fab. 80. Albric. Philos, ch, 22. p. 
525. 

® Apollod, Bibl. B. 2. p. 107. 

'S Natal Com. p. 478. Bell’s Panth. art, Bacchus. 

'* I do not know whether the Serpent Calengam be the same as that 
which is called Caliya in the Asiat. Res. Vol. 1, p. 261. Both Creeshaa 
and Bacchus were then boys. 

'* Voln. Ruines. p. 172. 

'§ Diod. Sic. B, 1. p. 21. B. 4. p- 228. 

7 Macrob, Sat. B. 1. ch. 20, vid. Creuzer. Dionys. p. 139, and 141 not. 
for Christ. vid. Paul. Epist. ad Corinth. 1. ch. 1. v. 24. 

® Diod. Sic. B. 3. p. 207, 208. Horat. Carm. B. 2.O0d. 19. y. 23. Plu- 
tar. de Isid. ch. 36. Nonn. Dionys. B. 25. p. 654. et vid. Creuz. Dionys. 
p. 254, 

' Hygin. Fab. 150. 

® Aschyl. Prom. Vinct, v. 227. 

PR. Lucian. Prometh. siv. Cauc. pass._. et vid. Clerical Review. No. 5. p. 

* Ovid. Met. B. 1. v.82. Fulgent. Mythol. B. 2. ch. 9. 

* Hschyl, Prom. V. pass. Apollodor. Bibl. B, 1.p.18, et vid. Corout. 
de N. D. p, 44, 

* Apollodor, Bibl. B. 1. p. 14. Ovid. Fast. 5. v. 37. Clem. Homil. 8, 
ch. 15. p. 639, Macrob. Sat. B. 1. ch. 20. Albric. Philos. de Deor- Imag. 
ch. 12. et vid. Bell’s Panth, art. Ophioneus. 

. ® Plutar. de Isid. ch. 27. 

. id. ch. 40. conf. Herodot. Euterp. cb, 144. 

[t is said that Osiris vanquished the Giants. vid. Bell’s Pauth. p. 356. 
and art. Lycurgus. 
* Vid, Richardson’s Travels along the Mediterran. vol. 1. p. 219. 
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red-skinned * Typhon ®, who, being strack with a thunder- 
bolt, threw himself into the bituminous lake Serbonis'. M 
son, too, or at any rate his attendants *, cut down the Serpent 
which preserved Queen Aso’ Thoueris. 

Ad. Brother Odin killed the great Serpent*: Brother 
Mithra struck the Serpent*; and Brother Sommona-Codom, 
who was born by the virtue of the Sun®, killed the serpent- 
haired giant ’7— : 

Chr. But was I not called Lord ? 

Adon. But that’s exactly my name’. 

Bacch. I was called EVOI%, a great God", the Son of 
Jove", a “Son and Father of Gods,” a “ Ruler of all 
things.” Besides, tho’ I once deprived a man of his rea- 
son for presuming to look into my ark, and smote the sa- 
criligeous Athenians with a disease on their pudenda“; and 
tho’ I severely punished the wicked'*, and appeared as a 


® Plutar. de Isid. ch. 22, 33. 


® | had intended to call Typhon Serpentiform on the authority of Apol- 
lodor. B. 1. p. 15. Manil. Aftron. B. 4. v. 580, sed vers. proscrib. Bentl. 
Hygin. Fab. 152. Natal. Com. 648, 651. But perhaps this Typhon ought 
to be regarded as different from the Egyptian Tyrant; yet the Genius in 
the Regnum Typhonis of Kirker’s Egyptian Planisphere is at least angui- 
dous. vid. Dup. Atlas. Pl. 5. but then again Kircher is strongly opposed 
y Jablonski, P, Eg. B. 5. ch, 2. sect 2, &c. ; 
' Jablonsk. P. Ag. B. 5. ch, 2. sect. 10, 23. 
* Plutar. de Isid. ch, 19. 


Pe Vid. Jabl. P. 2. B. 5. ch. 3. sect. 7. Court de Géb. Tom. 4. p. 527, 


* Vid. Dup, Tom. 3. p,77,._ conf. Bell’s P, art. T 
5 Vid. Dup. Tom. 3. 988. S ar oranga, 


® conf. Volt. (Dict. Phil.) Tom 37. p. 356. for oth ticul An- 
quetil, Préc. de l’Hist. Univ. Tom. 7p. 66. yah arg 
‘ a Dup. Tom. 2. P. 1. p. 163. 
‘id, Selden. de D. S. Synt. 2. ch. 11. p. 333 . De 
113, 114. Parkh. Heb. cae p. 141, 789. ' oe are 


* Probably the same word as IEYQ, [AQ, IAOY, or Yahouh. vid. 
Gesner. not. in Lucian. Bacch, ch. 2. et conf. Bell’s Panth. art, Bacch. p 
123. For the very general knowledge of this Divine Name. see Diodor, 
Sic. B. 1. p. 48. Euseb. P. E. B. 1. p. 31. Macrob. Sat. B, 1. ch. 18. 
p. 290. et not Pontan. Seld. de D. S Synt. 2. ch. 1, p. 202 to 212. Spencer. 
not. in Origen. cont. cels. B. 6. p- 297. Voln. Ruines. p- 404, 406. But 


perhaps [AQ means only the Su Christ att 
P. ©. B. 2. ch. 6. sect. Sand 6. enone. 


# Euripid. Bacch. v. 326, 
~ Id. v. 413, 459, 573. 

Orph. Hymn, (Bassar.) 55. (Triet ‘ 
® Pausan. (Achaic.) B. 7. ch. > i 


er ee Com: p. 491. —_ Bell’s P. art. Phallica conf. 1. Samuel. ch. 5, 
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lion’ to my enemies", yet I was frequently held to be the 
Good Deity *, a lover of peace”, a saviour ®, a physician ™, 
and a prophet *. 

Herc. | was called a holy God®, a bearer of peace”, a 
giver of health *, a remover of evils*, a prophet*’, the uni- 
versal Word”, the philosophical mind™, and ‘ the virtue 
(or power) or Nature”.” [may add, that the great Jove 
my father (thro’ the means of the virgin’ Goddess Pru- 
dence) caused me to be born a Saviour to the world; and, 
after the elements had been subject to the Demiourgical 
powers of my pure mind, recalled me to himself?. 

At..Julianus entitled me “ our great God*,” and “ the 
God our Saviour*’.” Indeed I was “ the supreme Attis, the 


comprehender of all things’, a ‘‘ propitious and holy De- 
6» 


ity °. 

 Diodor. Sic. B. 3. p. 198, 205,211. Euripid. Bacch. v, 1241, 1340, 

'® So did Horus (vid. Bell’s P. Vol. 1. 356.) and perhaps Apollo (vid. 
Ovid. Metam. B. 6. p. 123.) Mithra was represented as a Lion, or, at least, 
as having a Lions’s head. vid. Pomey. P. M. p. 34. Bell’s P. art. Leontica, 
aud Mithra, and Vol. J. p. 77. Conf. Cuper. Harpocrat. p. 10,50. The 
14th Avatara of Césava was in the form of a man-lion. vid, Asiat. Res. 
Vol. 2. p. 120, 132° Vol. 1. p. 235. 

7 Homer. Hymn. Bacch. v.44. Euripid. Bacch. y. 1011. et vid. Creuz, 
Dionvs. p. 280. For Christ. vid. Joh. Apocal. ch. 5. v. 5. 

‘* Vid. Bell’s P. art. Authesteria. Bacchus and Demon Bonus.—Creuz. 
p. 246, 

 Euripid. Bacch. v. 415. Conf. Cornut. de N. D. p. 81. 

?° Pausan. (Corinth.) B, 2. ch. 31, 37. 

* Vid. Creuz. Dionys. p. 247, 284. conf. Pausan. (Phocic.) B, 10. ch. 
33. According to Nonnus. (Dionys. B. 26. p. 692.) Bacchus gave the power 
of speech to children born dumb. 

* Euripid. Bacch. 295. et vid. Creuz. p. 307, 

* Arnob. B, 4, ch. 26. conf. Inscript. ap. Van. Dale de Tauribol. p. 106, 

* Vid. Delr. not. in Senec, Herc. Fur. v. 442. conf. Inscript. ap. Cuper. 
Harpocrat. p. 81, 219. 

* Creuz. Dionys. p. 142. Epiphan. (Aucorat. ch. 86.) considers that 
Hercules raised the dead, 

* Lucian. Pseudom, ch. 4. et Fugitiv..ch. 32. Clem. Alex. Protr. p. 22. 
Lactant. B. 5. ch. 3. conf. Bell’s Panth. art: D, Averrunci- 

7” Clem. Alex. Strom. B. 1. p- 360. conf. Bell’s P. Vol. 2. p. 134, 141. 

** Cornut. de N. D. p. 89. conf. Lucian. Hercul. ch. 4 and 5. 

* Clem. Homil. 6. ch. 16. p. 625. 

* Iamblich. in vit. Pythag. quoted by Jabl. P. A’g. B. 2. ch. 3, sect. 4. 
and by Court de Géb. Tom. 1. p. 186. 

* Julian. Orat. 7. p. 427. 

* Id, p. 409. 

* Id, Orat. 5. p. $15. 

* id. p. 325. 

Priam 9 ap. Voss. de Orig. Idol. B. 2. p. 59%. et Vandale de Tauribol. 
p. 

__° Arnob. B.1.ch.41. “ Sancto.” Inscript. ap. Vandale. p. 29. “ Aug.” 
id. p. 125, 140. “ Invicto.” idl. p. 146. 
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Os. When I was born, a voice was heard, saying : “A 
Lord of ail things is entering into light;” and again: “ Osi- 
ris is boru, the great King, the Benefactor’. sg 

Chr. But doth not a certain anonymous writer ® affirm, 
that it was through me my Father made the Ages? 

Here. And doth not a certain author, calliug himself Or- 
pheus, affirm, that I am “ self-produced,” the ** Generator 
and Ruler of all things,” and the “ father of Time’? 

Ad. And that I am the “ illustrious nourisher of all 
things °?” . 

At. I will subpoena the Emperor Julianus", and the Phi- 
losopher Salustius", to bear witness to my Demiourgical 
powers. Baste ct er ; a 

Bacch. According to Pindaras* I was ‘ the author ol al 
humid productions:” according to the Stoics'*—‘* the Spi- 
rit of Generation and Nutrition :” and according to the Or- 
phaics “—the “ mind of the material world.” Besides, soon 
after the birth of my other identity Iacchus, our Father, the 
supreme Deity, from whom he proceeded, gave bim his 
throne and sceptre’, and entrusted hint with Demiourgical 
power and dominion". 7 

Os. I was “ the holy Word,” the “‘ productive essence, 
the ‘* Cause of Generation,” the ‘« Chief and lord of all that 
is excellent,” a “* NOYS and ACTOS to the soul,” a “ be- 
nevolent energy *”’—in short, what men, now-a-days, call 
God, 

Just. Old. must I sit here and endure this blasphemy ? 
Shall the Personification of the Formative Power be degrad- 


7? Plutar. de Isid. ch. 12. 
* Auct. Epist. ad Hebreos. ch. 1. v. 2. 


* The same, I imagine, as “ Deus Fidius,” vid. Court de Géb. Tom. 1. 
p. 188. conf. Damasc. quoted by Jabl. P. Ag. B. 2. ch. 3. sect. 5. and by 
Creuz. Dionys. p. 143. 


a Epiphan. in Sep. Chr. p. 263. calls Christ “him who nouriseth all 


things.” conf, Tzetz. quoted by Cuper. Harpocrat. p. 114. 
 Orat. 5. p. $02, $12, 313. 
" Ch. & p. 11. 


ap. Plutar. de Isid. ch. 35. conf. Plutar. Sympos. B. 5. Quest. 3. ch. 1. 
* Plutar. de Isid. ch. 40. et. vid. Creuz. Dionys. p. 41, 242. 

* Macrob. Somm. Scrip, B. 1. ch. 12. 

Jul. Firmic. de E. P. R. 


i p- 13. Nonn. Dionys. B. 6. p. 187. both. of 
whom refer this to the son of Proserpina. 
Vid. Julian, Orat, 5. p. 335. 


* Plutar. de Isid. ch. 2. 


” Plutar. de Isid. ch. $3, 42, 49. conf Jambl. de Myster. Sect. 6. ch. 7. 
p- 149. et Sect. 8. ch. 3. p. 159. 


* Such was the opinion of the Abbé Banier, quoted by Court de Géb. 
Tom. 4, p- 586. 


> 
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A ed intua couple of Nysians, a Theban, a Phoenician, a Phry- 
si- gian, and a Jew? Hallo there! Townshend! Sayers! Take 
these six fellows to bedlam! 
D, Chr. Ohno, dear Mr. Justice, for I assure thee, that, ac- 
cording to many persons, I was a mere man— 
r- Here. And I. Adon. andl. At. and L. . 
or Bacch. and I. Osir. and I. 
: Just. Old. Then what Liars your Manships must all he! 
ie Chr. —tho’ | was afterwards worshipped as a God. 
: Here. And I. Adon.andI. At.and 1. Bacch. and I. 
ji- | Osir. And I. 
al Just. Old. Then what Fools the worshippers of your 
Manships must be! 
ll Abr. But, when I was baptized, I lighted up a fire in the 
& 7 River Jordan*®, aud chained the large strong Dragon *— 
. | : Just. Old. Pardon me—but I must observe—first, that 
n whatever thou mayest have done to the Jordan, | hope thou 
e wilt not set the Thames on fire—and secondly, that I shall 
is dismiss the case forthwith, and with costs too, if thy God- 
al ship doth not assign some more reasonable reasons for wish- 
ing to displace thy predecessors. 
‘ At. We protest against his arguing about Morality: for, 
it notwithstanding I might mention the purity and self-denial 
= required of those who were initiated at certain of our myste- 
1! | ries, yet we cannot but allow, that Morality is not a di- 
vine affair, but a mere human one. 
2 Bacch. Albeit this wretched Plagiarist invented nothing in 
" Morality *, and only spoilt, or outraed, what was invented 
during our supremacy. As to the doctrine of a future state, 
&c. which Men have thought right to mix up with Moral- 
’ ity, all that was taught in our mysteries. ‘This Sophist”, 
y 


** Herodot. Euterp. ch. 45. Diodor. Sic. B. 6. ap. Euseb. in Prep. Ev, 
| B. 2. ch. 2. Plutar. de Isid. ch. 23, 72. Athenag. Legat. p. $1, 32. 
| Clem, Alex. Protr. p: 26. _Minuc, Fel.p. 159, &c. Origen. cont. Cels. B. 
3. p. 122, Arnob. B. 1. ch. 38, and B. 3. ch. 39. 
* Justin, M. Dial. p. 315. Epiph. adv. Her- 30. (Ebion.) ch. 13. and 
Anaceph., ch. 7. 
* Cyrill. H. Catech. 3. p. 41. conf. Epiph. in Resurr. Chr. Vol. 2. p. 279. 
et. in Assump. Chr. p. 289. 
B * Tertull. adv. Psychios ch. 16. Julian. Orat. 5. p. 325, 305. Macrob. 
B. 1. ch, 23. p. $11. Seld. de D. S. Synt. 1. ch. 6. p. 170. Van Dale de 
Tauribol, p. 15, 159, 160. Potter. Archzol. Vol. 1. p. 260, 448. 
* Voln. Ruines. p. 414. 
_.™ Vid. Volt. (Essai sur les Moeurs.) Tom. 13. p. 163. Court de Géb, 
Yom. 4, p. 330. Dup. Traité des Mystéres. passim. 
7 Lucian. de Mort. Peregr. ch. 13. conf. Philopatr. ch. 2. et not. 
Gesner. 
4 
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or rather bis miserable ® Christoteleste, did but make pub- 
lic, what we very properly kept secret. I may perhaps be 
the more entitled to speak upon these matters, as having 
been one of the first establishers of many religious rites». 

Herc. The Nazarethite was for letting the dead bury their 
own dead: I was the first who restored the dead for burial, 
even to my enemy. *® And who could resist temptation bet- 
ter than 1/2 To resist Ambition is nothing: I resisted plea- 
sure. But mere passive virtue | disdain. Did this fellow 
ever destroy Tyrants and other Mousters? No! He only 
cast out devils: for his really destroying wild beasts may be 
doubted *, and with regard to teacher °-and-child ¢-killing, | 
certainly was the less blameable of the two. I know not what 
his worshippers consider their Autos da Fé; but this I know, 
that Brother Osiris> and 1° abolished human sacrifices. 

Osir. Besides, | invented the plough’, and, like Brother 
Dionysus®, 1 went over the whole world? doing good, ob- 
taining bloodles victories'®, and teaching men the use of 
grains and fruits. But all that this fellow ever did, in the 
agri-or-horticultural line, was to wither up a fig-tree, for 
not bearing fruit out of season ™. 

Adon. If the worship of some of us did but little good (ex- 
cept as far as it may have promoted Architecture, Sculpture, 
Painting, Poetry, Music, and all the other charms of taste 


* Lucian. de M. Per. ibid. 
* Ovid. Fast. B. 3. v. 727. Misé is called a lawgiver in Orph. Hymn, 41, 
x ae Fragment. vit. Herc. in vit. Thes. p.14. Aflian. V. H.. B. 12. 
ch, 2/. 
' V.d. the Allegory of Prodicus in Xenophon referred to by Justin. M. 
Apol. 1, p. 49. 
: Clem. Alex. exc. ex script. Theod. ch. 85. 
For Hereul. vid. Apolledor. Bibl. B. 2. p. 91. | Zlian, V. H. B. 3. ch 
32. et. vid. Bell’s P. art. Chiron. and Linus. For Christ. vid Gosp, Infan. ch. 
20. v. 15. et MS. Gosp. Lucius. quoted by Volt. Tom. 31. p- 257. 
* Vid. Apollod. Bibl. B. 2. p. 86. Senec. Herc. Fur. Act, 4, Plutar. 


Oe a aad Por Christ vid. Gosp. Infancy ch. 19. v, 21,24. 2.G. 


* Diod. Sic. B. 1. p. 13. 


* Arnob. B. 2. ch. 68. Lactant. B. 1. ch. 21. Macrob. Sat. B, 1. ch, 7. 


p- 220. conf. Ovid. Fast. B. 5. v. 632. Plutar. ; 
? Tibull. B. 1. El. 7. v. 20. u Quest. Rom. 32. 


+ 
“i seen Mite a 1. p. 15 and 24. B. 3. p, 207. and compare what is said 


Keht olt. (Ess. sur les Mceurs.) Tom. 13. p. 92. note de I’ Edit. de 


* Diod. Sic. B. 1. p. 17. B. 3. p. 198. 
. ap Diod. Sic. B. 1. p. 16, Piutar. de Isid. ch. 13, 
Was this done in contempt of Bacchus (or Ceres) the discoverer of 
ig; Or was there not rather some allusion to one of the Mithriac 


bait Repo gy this apparently absurd Story must, I think, have some 
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and sociality,) at any rate it did but little harm: which is 
more than can be said, for the new-fangled, magical”, ab- 
surd 3, pernicious, intolerant, and iconoclastical'® super- 
stition of this peasant-born, melancholy, whimpering son of 
Stada . 

Just. Old. Harmlessness would undoubtedly be a great 
and rare virtue in a divine personage: but I am afraid, Do- 
mine Christe, that, at any rate.in these latter times, thou 
hast been anything but harmless. Indeed, if I were to ex- 
press my own private opinion (although of course, [ should 
not then be speaking in my capacity of magistrate) I should 
say, that, since the revival of letters, thy Godship hath cau- 
sed us just about as much misery, as the Lues Venerea. 

Chr. Thou bast not Faith: if thou hadst as much Faith 
as would balance a grain of mustard seed, thou mighbtest 
move a mountain”. 

Just. Old. Hem! In that case Faith would be a most va- 
luable article to the commissioners of highways, and the pro- 
jectors of canals. May I beg of thy Godship to forward a 
dozen pounds or so to ? 

Chr. But must have Grace. 

[Merc. That’s right, Mr. Oldmixon, talk to him a little 
longer and thon wilt be satisfied that be is cracked | 

Just. Old. But, Signor Christ, 1 have been informed that 
thou curest all diseases: I wish thou wouldest cure me of 
the Gout. 

Chr. I cannot—because thou hast not Faith. 

Just. Old. Why this Faith, in addition to its surprising me- 
chanica! powers, seemeth quite a Specific! a Panacea! a 
regular Nostrum! Is it down among the Patent Medicines ? 
Those who are well supplied with Faith must be excellent 
Doctors! Every College of Physicians and Surgeons is of 
course rich in it ? 

Chr. Not quite so rich as might be. 

At. Dear Master Oldmixou, we are very impatient to re- 
urn. 








S Sueton, in vit. Neron. ch. 16. 

* Plin. Ep. 97. B. 10. quoted by Lardner. Vol. 4. p. 26. and vid. Mel- 
moth’s Translation. 

Ke Tacit. Annal. B. 15. ch. 44. 

Alluding to the statue-and-temple-destroying zeal of the early Chris- 
tomanite, See for instance, Gibb. D. and F. vol. 5. p. 111. The Epithet 
wane be applied to Christ himself. vid Gosp. Infancy. ch, 4. v. 

» 22. 
* Vid. Talmud quoted by Lardner. Vol. 3. p. 553. 
.. 1 perfectly agree with St. Ambrosius, that this mountain is the Devil. 
vid. Daillé. (U. F.) P. 2. p. 55. 
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Bacch. Brother Hercules and I had just tapped a cask of 
Jupiter’s best. 

Herc. I feel prodigiously hungry: but I will fast any 
length of time to get rid of the Psalm-singer. 

“Osir. I have already been obliged to lacerate him a little 
in self-defence ; and now, if it pleaseth thy worship, | will 
officiate upon him at the Cart’s tail. 

Ad. Or, as be came to bring a sword upon earth, friend 
Argeiphontes might go and fetch us his harpé, and if it pleas- 
ed his worship, we would. just see whether the Carpenter's“ 
veins still contained much water. 

[Merc. Ye had better take care that good Mr. Oldmixon 
do not hear such expressions. 

Just. Old. Silence all of you!—Now, notwithstanding 
certain vindictive symptoms, it clearly seemeth to be ac- 
knowledged by both parties, that it was the Sieur Christus 
who committed the original assault, and that ye, original- 
ly, did nothing more than defend yourselves. 

At. True! Bacch. Evident! Herc. Manifest! Osir. 
Undoubted! Adon. Undeniable! 

Just. Old. Hem! Domine Christe! Didst thou not break 
the peace, by riotously and routously exciting these, thy 
Brethren and Mess-mates, to give thee a thrashing ? 

Chr. As it is written: ‘“‘ The zeal of thine house hath de- 
voured me.” 

Just. Old. But cans’t thou not content thyself with being 
the equal of thine elder Brethren? Tolerate, that thou may- 
est be thyself tolerated. 

_ Chr. Lam willing to take these Demons into my service, 
if they will promise, never to disobey my orders—however 
absurd, and never to think—except as I order them to think. 
For instance : -Thamooz will make an excellent fox-hunting 


a egies may sing in my Basilice at Rome and Na- 
ples— 


At. Silence! thou unsexual AZon"! If I ever suffered a 


loss, it was not® till I had tasted those pleasures which thou 
never didst. 


Ad. For my part, [ cannot say any thing about his sex: 
for, not only did he teach the Agones the nature of their 


* Vid, Justin. M. (Dial, p. 316. : 
Génér.) Tom. $1. si ia. p» 316.) and Theodoret. quoted by Volt. (Phil. 


t. Gosp. Inf. sect. $8. Spencer is surprised that Ori- 
gen. (cont. Cels. B. 6. p- 299.) did not recollect the Gosp. Mark. ch. 6. v- 


oe pa nd Sg (quoted by Spencer) seem to consider God’s only 


* Vid. Mosheim. Eccl. Hist. Vol. 4. p. 229 
* Diod. Sic. B, 3. p. 192. Ovid Fast. B. 4. v. 229. 
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iages *', but also he once sallied forth, I’ve heard, to 
pai «i that very inquisitive, bashful, and prolific Lady, 
Mother -Achamoth * whom he immediately afterwards de- 
serted %*, tho’ he intendeth at a future time to make her his 
bride®. Now there is no telling what he may, or may not, 
have done, when outside of the Pleroma; especiall as we 
all know, that Brother Osiris, when in the dark, fell in, by 
mistake, with Mrs. Nephthys™. | 
Osir. Should he however be proud of resembling our spu- 
rious woman” of a Brother, he:may be informed, that my 
AIAOION was swallowed by the fishes*, while that of 
Brother Dionysus was carried about in a box”™, that of our 
Hermaphroditical;” Brother the lettuce-buried + Adonis was 
probably injured by the wild boar, and that of the bull of 
our other Epicene*® Brother, the {Triple* Mithra, was un- 
doubtedly bitten by the scorpion®. Even Brother Hercules 
was by some considered as a Mysogynist*®; tho’ that could 
scarcely be the reason’, why, like my abortive * Son Harpo- 
crates®, and our effeminate’ Brother Bacchus™, he hath 
been known to dress himself in woman's cloths”. 






















4 Tren. B, 1. ch. 2. sect 5. p. 11. Tertull. adv. Valent. ch. 11- 

* Tren. ap. Epiphan. Her. 31. (Valent.) ch. 26. 

*% Vid. Iren. B. 1. and 2. *Tertull. adv. Valent. pass. 

* Tertull. adv. Valentin. ch, 14. But Clem. Alex. (Exc. ex Theod. 
Script. ch. 39.) seems to understand this of the progeny of Achamoth. 

Tren, ap. Epiphan, Her. 31, ( Valentin.) ch, 21. 

* Plutar. de Isid. ch. 14, 38. 

7 Catull. (de Aty.) Carm. 68, 

** Plutar. de Isid. ch. 18. 

* Clem. Alex. Protr. p. 16. But this refers to a Corybantian, The 
“heart” of the Eleusinian was treated similarly. vid. Jul. Firmic. de E. P. 
R.p. 14. Iam reminded to compare Theocrit. Idyll. 26. (Bacch.). v. 7, 
and Tibull. Eleg. 7. v. 48. 

*° Orph, Hymn. 56. 

' Vid. Bell’s P. Vol. 1. p. 13. Piya 

* Bell’s Panth. Vol. 1. p. 224. Vid. Herodot. Clio. ch, 131. et conf. Cuper 
Harpocrat, p, 57. 

* For the explanation of this (I am afraid, very naughty) word, see nol 
Selden (de D. S$. Proleg. p. 31.) or Voss. (de Idol. B. 2. ch. 9,) but Jablon. 
P. Ag. B. 5. ch. 7. sect. 3, 4. 

* See the Plates. p. 17, 19, of Van Dale de Tauribol. 

° Platar. cur. Pyth. ch. 20. 

” Sed. vid. Johann. Lyd. quoted in Creuzer. Dionys. p. 142. 

* Plutar. de Isid. ch. 19. 

Creuz. Dionys. p. 144. 

* Euripid. Bacch. v. 350. Cornut. de N. D. p. 83. Euseb. Prep. Ev. 
B. 3. ch. 11, et. vid. Bell’s Panth. Vol, 1. p. 120. 

" Senec, (dip, vy. 408. Lucian. Bacch. ch. 2, 3. Origen, cont Cels, B. 
3. p. 123. Creuz. Dionys. p. 268. 

* Senec. Herc. Fur. y. 465, &c. ~ Plutar. Quest. Gr. 58. et An Sen- 
Respub. ch. 3. Lactant. B. I. ch.9. 
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Here. I have conquered monsters of all sorts and sizes: 
and if this Nazarethite, who is only the third part of a God, 
will not content himself with being our equal, I'll break his 
head with my poplar. 

Bacch. Brother Hercules hath certainly a right to be an- 
gry: for tithes, which were formerly offered to him’ as a 
free gift, are now claimed, and even seized, by the purvey- 
ors of Christicolism. Tiat men should be so wanting in taste, 
as to worship a miserable, houseless, Gallilen pauper: And 
sucha silly fellow too! Way dost thou know, Mr. Oldmix- 
on? -He once drank his own blood, and apparently got so 
tipsy upon it, that he danced in the midst * of his twelve 
impious sons of robbers”, and sang a more nonsensical song 
than | ever heard at at any drinking bout whatsoever. 

Just. Old. What then are thy amusements, Domine 
Christe, dost thou hunt, or drink, or make love, or what? 

Chr. I play at a game called Circumincessio, which itis 
very difficult to describe” ; and at running through the bowels 
of thousands of my worshippers at once, which it is still more 
difficult to describe. I have plenty of music. Not to men- 
tion Psalm-singing, thou are the groans of the damned, which 
are very audible aloft’. Besides, 1 must of course be pre- 
sent at all acts of human impregnation, otherwise the embry- 
os of children would not be endued with souls as soon gene- 
rated. But, in addition to all this, lam incessantly begging 
my dear Papa, to forgive even the most abandoned criminals. 


Just Old. Yet would it not be better to leave the criminals 


to s ees by their own consciences ? 
r. 


Just. Old. ¢ But tell me now, good Mr, Joshua Ben Miriam, 
I have been informed, that thou intendest to come and dwell 
on earth again one of these days®, | hope thou wilt gain 


's Diod. Sic. B, 4. p. 228. Plutar. in vit. C 5 
- 3+ p . . Crass. p. 543. et Quest. Rom 
. tee Sat. B. 3. ch. 6. p. $96. et ch. 12. pe 412. et vid, Voss. de 
ol, B. 1. p> 242. et Court de Géb. Tom. 1. p- 188, 189. T:thes were how- 
ever sometimes given to Apollo. vid. Plutar. in vit. Camill. p- 132. Macrob. 


Sat. B. 1. ch. 7. p. 219. and : ; . 
Vol, 1. p. 277, 278, and sometimes to other Gods, vid. Potter. Archzol. 


* Act. Johan., et. Augustin. : ‘ 
Génér.) Tom. ee aan ch in. ad Ceret. Ep. 237, quoted by Volt, (Phil- 


wake (Phil. Génér.) Tom. p. 422. (Dict. Phil.) Tom. 
is Toldoth Jeschu. ch. 8. v, 5. 
* Vid. Gibbon. D. and F. Vol. 3. p- 335, not, 


" If we judge from the humane tale of Dives and Lazarus. 


* Such. I suppose was the Millenarian doctr % 
Irenzus, Justinus M., Tertullianes, Coma doctrine, supported by Papias, 


and Apoljimarius. vid. Daillé. (U. F.) ee Lactantius, Victorinus, 


p- 633. et alib. Gibbon. D. and F. Vol 2p sos gos, Carder: Vol 
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Art thou to hawk about oranges, or 





an bonest livelihood. 
to cry old clothes ? '9 

At. Prythee, master Oldmixon, do send us away. 

Bacch. I amas thirsty as a dried herring. 

Osir. This fellow will tell thee, that such fragments of 
five loaves and two fishlings, as were left by five thousand 
starving men, would fill twelve baskets *. 

Herc. That’s nothing—He took himself in his own hand, 


and eat himself. 
Adon. And his own worshippers even assure us, that three 


are one. 
Just. Old. Oh, Gentlemen, I assure you its all one to me. 
At. But then thou wilt be threatened with hell-fire for dis- 


belief. : 
Her. And broiling is no trifle, as I can say from experi- 


ence. 

Bacch. The hell of the great Christian Tartarographer is 
far more elaborately horrible than any our poets ever ima- 
gined *, 

Osir. As there is no Metempsychosis the torments are 
eternal: aud the Erebus for the indifferents** seemeth quite 
forgotten, unless it be now called Purgatory, 

Adon. In short, Salvation a la Christienne is not worth a 
bet; for its Gridiron against Psalm-book ten to one at least. 

Merc. Mr. Oldmixon, the case had better just be invert- 
ed, and Messrs. Hercules, and Co. admitted as evidences - 
against this unsociable gentlemen. 

Just. Old. Well then. Domine Christe! wilt thou promise 
to keep the peace and live quietly with thy brother Godlings ? 

Chr. It is written: “ Ydhouh, thy Aléim, is a jealous 

-Al,” and again: “ What symphonésis hath Christus with 
Beliar?” and again— | 

Just. Old. Enough! Enough! Thou must now find 
bail to answer for the assault next Quarter Sessions; and let 
ms add, that I think, from the extraordinary, and indeed ma- 
licious nature of the offence, thy Godsbip will perhaps be 
invited to amuse thyself with a promenade on the Tread- 
mill, As to you, Gentlemen, I recommend you to calla 


® Vid. Prefatory Letter. 

» This miracle, as it isrelated in Gosp. Matt. ch. 14, and, in the three 
other orthodox gospe's, might easily be allegorized ; but in Gosp. Matt. ch, 
15, the numbers are different. N. B. I do not allude to the explanation 
given by Clem. Alex. Strom. 6. Vol. 2. p. 767. 

* Compare the whole of Dantes’ Inferno with the 11th B. of Homer’s 
Odyssey, and the 6th. B. of Virgil’s En, I find Mr. Spence seems to have 
thought the'same, vid, Bell’s P. Vol. 1. 380. 

* Vid. Bell’s P. art. Hell. 
























































































_ ™ * Phantasma” vid. Tert 
; SP. et vid. not. in Cyrill. H. Cetech. 4. p. 51. 
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ineeting of the creditots;ineluding Messrs. Mithta, Aéscula- 
pius, Sommona-Codom, Apollo, and other personages whom 
I baye heard you metition.. Ye may then file a bill in Chan- 
cery, for the examination of records, &c: and I have no 
doubt, but’ that, ifthe Lawyers are particularly expeditious, 
ye will obtain judgment in the course of a few centuries. 

Bacch. Thou art a fair'fellow, Squire Oldmixon: and, if 
thow hast any fancy for drinking Chian wine, admirably 
mixed with salt water °— : 

Osir.—or for being made into a most everlasting mummy— 

Ad. —or for going out a-bear-hunting on Mt. Libanus— 

Herc. —or for quixotizing to the Hesperides— 

At. —or for being emasculated— | 

Just. Old. Really, Gentlemen, your offers are very seduc- 
tive; particularly the last: but, at the same time, if it be no 
offence— . 

Bacch. Oh no! no offence, Mr. Oldmixon. At-any rate 
thou hast done thy best’ to deliver us from the upstart. | 
assure thee, he was merely the son of a profligate worthless 
fellow * of a soldier® according to the Jews. 

At. —merely the Patron of the Tanners, according to the 
Persians®. | © 

Ad. —the deceiving Serpent, according to the Ophites”. 

Here. —a Being only clothed with the shadowy resem- 
blance of'a’body *, according to the Valeutinians *’. 

Osir. —and who was formed by general subscription of 
the: ALones, according to-the Valentinians™. a: 


~* Just. Old. Fatewell'Gentlemen! Clear the room there! 
Now for the next case! 


-'*. Vid. not. in Horat. Sermon, B, 2. Sat, 15. et not. Editt, Delph. 


Dacier,.et Gesner. conf. Cornut. de N, D 
* 'Se “Told, Jesch. ch. 1. vi 2. 
we Origen. cont. Cels. B. 1. p: 25. ote , 
ps Sée Pref. to Mr. Hone’s Edit. of the Gosp. of the Infancy. 
Vid, Dissert. Prev. in Iren, p75. sect. 153, Iren. B. 1.'ch, 30. sect. 


5. p. 110, Epiphan. Vol. 1, p..229, (Indicul.) et p, 271,.(Heres. 37. ch. 4.) 
Damascen, et Theodoret. quoted by Spencer, on aon n, cont. Cels, 


P-6: p. 297. conf. Jabl. P. Ag. B. 1, ch. 4. sect. 5, Mosh. E. H. Vol. 1. p. 254. 
all. de Anim. ch, 17. adv. Marcion. B. 3. ch. 8. 


8. Vv. 
p- 88. 


_ Mosh. (on the Marcion.)-E. H.- Vol.:1, p. 219. and (on the Manich.) 
p- 299 ui. (on the Manich.) Vol. 2. p, 00, 20 1 y Monae e Ma 


__™® This however must only be understood of the second Christ, i-e. Je- 
‘sus, the Saviour, vid. Iren. adv. Her. B. 1. ch. 2. pad 6. p- brs iS. ch. 
14, sect. 5, p- 134,. . Tertull’ady. Valent. ch. i¢. , 


END OF THE Fourta DiaLoaue. 
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